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2008 NARI Contractor of the Year Awards Competition 
Official Materials/Binder Request 

 

(Please print all information) 

 

 

Entrantôs Name:____________________________Email: _______________________ 

 

Company 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address __________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:__________________________________Fax:____________________________ 

 

 

Please send me __________ official CotY binder(s).  A $25 per binder deposit is 

required ï NO EXCEPTIONS.   

 

A binder deposit must accompany this form.  Full payment is required when you 

submit the entries.  The $25 deposit will be deducted from the total cost of each 

entry.  If an entry is cancelled, a refund less the binder deposit will be issued.   

 

Phone orders may be taken, but binders will not be shipped until the deposit is 

received. 
 

Individual Entries:  Only your company will be entering the project. 

 

Team Entries: Your company can enter a project with another NARI member.  

Both must pay the full entry fee.  If the team entry wins, both will receive an 

award. 
 

 

____ I am entering ______individual entry(ies) at a cost of $100 for 1st entry, $80 for 
second entry, and $60 for each thereafter.  

  

____ I am entering ______team entry(ies) at a cost of $100 for 1st entry, $80 for second 
entry, and $60 for each thereafter.  

 

 

Please mail to: 
 

Sacramento/NARI, P.O. Box 1528, Elk Grove, CA  95759 



 

3 

 

Contractor of the Year Awards (CotY) 
Sacramento Chapter of NARI 

 

RULES, INSTRUCTIONS, AND GUIDELINES FOR COMPETITION  

Sacramento NARI members are invited to compete for the prestigious CotY Awards in 

recognition of their achievements. Companies from one-person shops to the largest 

remodeling firms report that winning this award is a major factor in enhancing their 

image within the industry as well as with the buying public. Awards will be given at 

the 2008 CotY Awards & Membership Appreciation Banquet scheduled for 

Saturday, October 18
th

 at the Lionsgate Hotel (McClellan Park). Please review this 

information carefully. The CotY competition guidelines align with the NARI National 

CotY competition in most cases. Be sure to read the guidelines of both competitions to 

be certain where there are differences. 

LEGEND 

 

Applicant and Project Eligibility  

× Only Sacramento NARI members in good standing are eligible.  

× Projects must be completed between July 1, 2007 and September 5, 2008 

× NARI team entries (two or more NARI members) are permitted in each 

category.  

× Entrants (including team members) must have attended at least five 

NARI events (includes dinner meetings, board meetings, seminars, etc) in 

2008.  

× Only entries that have never been submitted in prior NARI competitions are 

eligible.  

× All entries: a copy of the final building permit signed and approved must 

accompany all entries. 

× All completed entries must be received no later than 5:00 pm on September 5, 

2008, at the NARI office.  Please call 456-1200 to schedule delivery time. 

× = RULES ü = GUIDELINES Ç = INSTRUCTIONS 
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× Entries must be submitted in binders provided  

Entry Criteria  
 

× All applicable sections of the entry forms must be completed and all required 

signatures obtained.  

× Binder is limited to a maximum of 15 sleeves (15 single sided or 30 double sided). 

× No company or individual identification is to appear anywhere visible in the binder 

(includes photos, blue prints, etc.).  Photos cannot show people. 

× The project can only be entered in one category and may not be submitted as part of 

another category (i.e. an entire house entry may not contain the photo of a 

remodeled bath if that same bath is to be entered in the residential bath category).  

× All projects must be an improvement or an addition to an existing structure. Entries 

for new buildings will NOT be accepted.  

× Before and After photos and floor plans are required.  

Entry Fees  

× $100 fee for the first entry, $80 for the second and $60 for each project additional 

entry. 

× For Team Entries, each member of the team will pay the applicable fees (see binder 

request form) 

× No limit on number of entries 

× Payment to be made by check payable to ñSacramento NARIò.  

× Entry fees less the binder deposit are not refundable .  

 
Judging  

× The decision of the judges is final ï no exceptions! 

× A minimum score of 20 points must be received for projects to qualify. 

ü Winners are selected by an impartial panel of judges, comprised of NARI 

members from the San Jose Chapter of NARI, who are experts from within the 

industry and associated fields. The judges cannot be members of Sacramento 

NARI. Our evaluation process is done without revealing company names. All 

entries will be judged on problem solving, functionality, aesthetics, craftsmanship, 

innovation, degree of difficulty and entry presentation. The decision of the judges 

is final.  
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ü All entries will be evaluated on:  

¶ The clientôs expressed needs being met.  

¶ The project enhancing the structure functionally.  

¶ The project enhancing the structure aesthetically. 

¶ Innovative use of materials and/or methods of construction. 

¶ Difficulty of obstacles overcome. 

¶ Craftsmanship. 

¶ Entry presentation. 

ü Judging is being conducted as a two-stage competition. After the winners in each 

category are selected, entries will be re-judged to select the Judges Choice Award. 

The judges have the discretion not to make an award in this category.  

ü ñPresentation, Presentation, Presentation!ò This phrase should be foremost in your mind 

when putting together your entry for the 2008 CotY Competition. Remember, judges 

never see the project directly; they only experience it through your binder presentation.  

ü READ THE RULES and follow them! Although that sounds simple, some people donôt 

do this.  

ü Be sure you are entering the category in which you wish to be judged 

ü Neatness counts in ease of reading and understanding 

ü Qualify your own entries. Enter only projects you think are outstanding.  

 

The Binder  
 

Binder Cover Title Page  

Ç Only the project category may be listed on the title page 

 

Identification Information ï Submit in 9x12 or 10x12 envelope 

Ç Put the following items in a in 9x12 or 10x12 envelope 

¶ CotY 2008 Individual or Team Entry Form  

¶ Proof of Time/Homeowner Affidavit  

¶ Photographerôs Release 

¶ Contracts, final building permit and supporting documents 

     if required by category. 



 

6 

 

¶Promotional photos (remember: photos cannot show people.):  1 before and 1 

after photo that you would like used in  

promotional material.  Digital format (CD) is preferred.  

For printed photos: On the back of one 8" X 10" or 8 1/2" x 11" 

photograph put:  

¶  Company Name 

¶  2008 CotY  

¶ Category Name 

For digital format:   Insert a non-returnable CD in the envelope with 

TIFF or JPEG digital photos marked:  

¶      Company Name 

¶      CotY 2008 

¶     Category Name 

ü Write your company name & project category on the envelope. 

 

Project Description Sheet (Sleeve #1)  

Ç Insert Project Description in Sleeve #1.  

× All project descriptions must be typewritten on white paper, 12 point, and may be no 

longer than one page.  

ü Make the most of your project description 

ü Be concise:  National CotY requires 1/2 page maximum 

ü Remember to include points relating to the evaluation criteria that the judges will be 

considering:  

¶ The client's expressed needs being met.  

¶ The project enhancing the structure functionally.  

¶ The project enhancing the structure aesthetically.  

¶ Innovative use of materials and/or methods of construction.  

¶ Difficulty of obstacles overcome.  

¶ Craftsmanship.  

ü If you don't show it, don't mention it!  
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Required Drawings (Sleeve #2 +)  

× Insert floor plans and/or elevations as appropriate in plastic sleeves. Before and After 

floor plans are required. 

× Drawings must fold to size of binder. 

 

Required Photographs (In Next Sleeves)  

Ç Insert photographs. Put each photograph in plastic sleeves provided 

× Photographs submitted must not be framed nor permanently mounted. 

× Photographs may not be larger than 8 1/2" X 11".  

× A minimum of two photographs are required; one 'Before' and one 'After' of entire job.  

×  No company identification is to be visible on the photographs. 

× Photos cannot show people.  

× Video and audio cassettes or DVDs are not acceptable as part of the entry 

ü Caption your photos, or provide a reference to your Project Description. 

ü Include "during" photographs to show difficulty or innovative use of materials, if 

applicable. 

ü Photographs need to represent the quality of design and construction.  

ü The better the quality of the photographs, the easier they are to read and the better 

they make the entry look.  

ü Use 8" X 10" for major views; 5"X 7" and 3"X 5" photographs do a fine job in 

showing details.  

ü Use as many photographs as you feel necessary to help describe your project.  

 

Required Products Used (In Last Sleeve)  
 

Ç Insert Products Used form.  

 

About Disqualification  

× Entries will be disqualified if they violate competition rules. 
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COTY ENTRY FORMS - INSTRUCTIONS 
 

A. Entry Form  (individual or team) ïEntrants complete and sign this form.  

 

B. Proof of Time/Homeownerôs Affidavit ï This document must be completely filled 

out for all entries. Entrants complete and the homeowner must sign this form. Project 

costs must include fair-market value for homeowner provided sweat-equity or in-kind 

services or the services of a subcontractor that the homeowner might have hired, i.e. 

purchase of materials, demolition, painting, appliances, etc. and/or other 

subcontracted work. Once this form is complete, the entrant must sign and the 

entrantôs signature must be notarized for all entries. 
 

C. Photographerôs Release ï The owner of the photographs (professional photographer, 

contractor, homeowner, etc.) must complete and sign this form. If the photographerôs 

release is altered in any way, you may lose the opportunity to have your winning 

project photos displayed at the CotY Awards Banquet, in the Home Improvement & 

Remodeling Guide and on the NARI web site. 

 

D. What Products Did You Use? ï This information is very important as we compile 

this information and use it to attract sponsors for our awards program. 

 

E. Duplicate set of photos ï At least one ñbeforeò and one ñafterò photo must be 

included in the manila envelope. You donôt have to include all your photos, just the 

photos you prefer we use if you are chosen as a winner. Identify these photos as 

described in item 10 below. We prefer to receive these photos digitally on CD ROM 

if possible. They must be high resolution (300 dpi or better), and must be in JPG, 

TIFF, or EPS format in order for us to use them.  

 

F. Copies of your contract - If you are entering in an Under or Price Range category, a 

copy of the contract is required to be included in your entry. To minimize bulk for 

this requirement, provide a summary version or the front page and the page with 

pricing and clientôs signature. If there are any change orders to the contract they must 

be included also. If you are breaking apart a project for entry, summarize the cost 

breakdown on a separate sheet for clarity. If this item does not fit into the first sleeve, 

insert it into the front pocket of the binder. Entries will be screened for compliance 

with this requirement. Project costs must include fair-market value for homeowner 

provided sweat-equity or in-kind services or the services of a subcontractor that the 

homeowner might have hired, i.e. purchase of materials, demolition, painting, 

appliances, etc. and/or other subcontracted work. Any exclusion of any portion of the 

projectôs cost may be cause for the entry to be judged in the next higher value 

category without prior notification being given to the entrant. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9 

 

CotY Individual Entry Form 

 
 

Enclosed is my individual company entry in NARI’s CotY Awards competition.  I am submitting 
this entry in the (category name): 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

(Please see attached category listing for the correct name & number). 

 

If entering a specialty category, enter the specialty here: _________________________ 
                                           (i.e. tile design, masonry work, etc.) 

 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Company Name* _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone _________________________________   Fax ______________________________ 

 

Email address _________________________________________________________________ 

 
               

Promotional Agreement 
I agree that if my entry is selected as a winner, all promotion, advertising, business stationary and/or 

marketing literature used by me or my company, firm or corporation, wherein the award is mentioned, 

will clearly state the title of the award, the level of award (honorable mention, regional or national 

winner), the category and the year in which the award was presented.  I understand that NARI assumes no 

responsibility for loss or damage of any materials submitted. 

 

I hereby affirm that all facts and materials set forth herein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief, 

and that all required work relevant to this application and the materials furnished thereto were performed 

and furnished by the undersigned, except where otherwise specifically set forth.  I also affirm that I have 

read and agree to all the rules, regulations, and guidelines of the CotY Awards competition. 

 

 

(Signature)                                             (Date) 

 

 

 

 

           

Entrants must be NARI members in good standing and have attended at least 5 
(five) NARI functions/events.   

 
Please print your company name exactly as you would like it to appear  
on an award if selected as a winner. 
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CotY Team Entry Form 
 

Enclosed is my team entry in NARI’s Contractor of the Year (CotY) Awards competition.  We are 
entering this project in the (category name): 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
(Please see category listing for the correct name) 

 
If entering a specialty category, enter the specialty here: ________________________ 

                                         (i.e. tile design, masonry work, etc.) 

 
Team Leader’s Name _______________________________________ 
 

Company Name* _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone ________________________________________  Fax ______________________________ 

 

Email address ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Team Member:   

 

1. Name/Job Type _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company Name *___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone _____________________________________    Fax _______________________________ 

 

(Use an additional sheet if the team has more than 1 team member.) 

 
Promotional Agreement 
We agree that if our entry is selected as a winner, all promotion, advertising, business stationary and/or marketing 

literature used by me or our companies, firms or corporations, wherein the award is mentioned, will clearly state the 

title of the award, the level of award (honorable mention, regional or national winner), the category and the year in 

which the award was presented.  We understand that NARI assumes no responsibility for loss or damage of any 

materials submitted. 

 

We further affirm that all facts and materials set forth within are true to the best of our knowledge and belief, and 

that all required work relevant to this application and the materials furnished thereto were performed and furnished 

by the undersigned, except where otherwise specifically set forth.  We also affirm that we have read and agree to all 

the rules, regulations, and guidelines of the CotY Awards competition. 

 

 

(Signature- Team Leader)                                (Date) 

 

 

(Signature- Team Member 1)                              (Date) 

 

 

 
Each team entrant must be a NARI member in good standing and have 
attended at least 5 (five) NARI functions/events.                                                                     
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 Proof of Time/Homeowner Affidavit 

 

Contractorôs Name:______________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ownerôs Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Project Location:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Project Category:________________________________Category Number_______________ 

 

PROOF OF TIME 
 

Project Completion Date:_________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This figure includes the contract price, all extras, change orders and the fair 
market value of materials and products that I purchased, and sweat-equity and in-
kind services provided, and/or any subcontract work. 
 

 

 

Ownerôs Signature                                          Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CONTRACTORôS SIGNATURE MUST BE NOTARIZED ï ALL ENTIRES  

 

COMPLETE ATTACHED FORM  

 

 

HOMEOWNER AFFIDAVIT  

This section required to be completed for all categories requiring proof of cost.  See 

category listing for details. 

 

I hereby acknowledge the total cost of remodeling my _________________________________ 

                                              
(Project Category) 

completed by _________________________________ was $ __________________________ 

             
(Contractor Company

 
Name)

                      
(Total Project Cost) 



 

12 

 

NOTARIZED SIGNATURE REQUIRED  

 

 

 

Contractorôs Signature                                        Date 

 

 

State of California 

County of _____________________________ 

 

 

On ______________________before me, 

______________________________________ (name and title) personally  

appeared________________________________________________________who  

proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose  

name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that  

he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by  

his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf  

of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 

 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY  under the laws of the state of California  

that the foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

Signature:___________________________________    (Seal)
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Photographerôs Release 
 
The following release must be completed by the photographer 

 

 

Being the legal owner of the photographs taken of the premises at  

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                            (project address) 

 

for the NARI Contractor of the Year (CotY) Awards competition, I hereby 
consent to and authorize the National Association of the Remodeling Industry 
and its agents and/or its assigns to photograph, use, print, reprint, and publish 
any and all of my photographs and reproductions thereof.  These photographs 
may be reproduced in any print or electronic medium (now existing or 
hereafter developed).  I further consent that the photography taken by me and 
submitted as part of this entry, with or without accompanying editorial matter, 
may be used for the purpose of promoting the National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry (NARI) and its programs and services, without limitation, 
in any publications, displays and exhibitions. 
 

I hereby release NARI and its agents from any and all liability arising out of or in connection 

with any use of the photographs.  In consideration of the foregoing, NARI agrees to deliver 

to me two copies of the issue of the publication in which the photographs are first published 

or notification of use in electronic media. 

 

The undersigned represents that it has received an authorization/consent and release from the 

owner of the premises. 

 

 

By:______________________________________________________________   

 (signature of owner of photographs) 

 
Company 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date:________________  
 
Witness:_____________________________________________ 
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PRODUCTS USED FORM 
 

 

To assist in promotion of our winners, we would like the following information provided.  

Your information will also be used to solicit sponsors for the CotY Banquet. 

 

Product Manufacturer Reason It Was Chosen 
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2008 CotY Awards Categories 
 

Please review these category descriptions carefully.  
 

 1. Residential Kitchen Under $30,000 ï Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item F.  

Best residential kitchen remodel with a total project cost under $30,000. Only interior photos 

may be used.  

 

2. Residential Kitchen $30,000 to $60,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item 

F.  .Best residential kitchen remodel with a total project cost of $30,000 to $60,000. Only interior 

photos may be used.  

 

3. Residential Kitchen $60,001 to $100,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item 

F.  Best residential kitchen remodel with a total project cost of $60,001 to $100,000. Only 

interior photos may be used.  

 

4. Residential Kitchen Over $100,000.  Best residential kitchen remodel with a total project cost 

over $100,000. Use only interior photos.  

 

5. Residential Bath under $30,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item F.  .  

Best residential bath remodel with a total project cost under $30,000. Only interior photos may be 

used.  

 

6. Residential Bath $30,000 to $60,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item F.  .  

Best residential bath remodel with a total project cost between $30,000 and $60,000. Only 

interior photos may be used.  

 

7. Residential Bath Over $60,000.  Best residential bath remodel with a total project cost over 

$60,000. Only interior photos may be used.  

 

8. Residential Interior $100,000 and Under -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) 

item F.  Best residential interior remodel $100,000 and under. Includes, but is not limited to, such 

projects as family or recreation room remodeling, attic or basement conversions, etc. Work must 

be done within the existing walls of a residential structure. This category does not include room 

additions. Only interior photos may be used.  

 

9. Residential Interior Over $100,000.  Best residential interior remodel over $100,000. 

Includes, but is not limited to, such projects as family or recreation room remodeling, attic or 

basement conversions, etc. Work must be done within the existing walls of a residential structure. 

This category does not include room additions. Only interior photos may be used.  

 

10. Residential Interior Specialty.  This category represents a special interior element of a 

project. It includes, but is not limited to such projects as railings and columns; brick, stone and 

masonry work; tiling; air conditioning and heating; fireplaces; vestibules; insulation; kitchen 

hoods; glass block; wall finishes such as plaster; flooring; audio/visual systems; and home 

automation. Work must have been done to the interior of an existing residential structure, and 

only interior photos may be used. The residential interior specialty must be specified in the entry 

materials and in the descriptive text in order to qualify.  
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11. Residential Addition Under $100,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item 

F.  Best residential addition under $100,000. Includes, but is not limited to, additions, add-a-

levels, or attic build-outs, which increases livable space of the existing home. The project cannot 

have changed the exterior footprint or elevations of the existing residential structure in more than 

one location. Interior and exterior photos may be used.  

 

12. Residential Addition $100,000 to $250,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) 

item F.  Best residential addition with a total project cost between $100,000 and $250,000. 

Includes, but is not limited to, additions, add-a-levels, or attic build-outs, which increases livable 

space of the existing home. The project cannot have changed the exterior footprint or elevations 

of the existing residential structure in more than one location. Interior and exterior photos may be 

used.  

 

13. Residential Addition Over $250,000.  Best residential addition over $250,000. Includes, but 

is not limited to, additions, add-a-levels, or attic build-outs, which increases livable space of the 

existing home. The project cannot have changed the exterior footprint or elevations of the 

existing residential structure in more than one location. Interior and exterior photos may be used.  

 

14. Residential Exterior Under $100,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item 

F.  .  Best exterior project under $100,000. Includes, but is not limited to, alterations to the 

exterior of a residential building such as porticos, porches, decks, glass or screen enclosures, 

windows, dormers, and exterior resurfacings like siding, stucco, etc. which enhances the overall 

appearance of the exterior. The project cannot have added heated livable space to the home. Only 

exterior photographs may be used.  

 

15. Residential Exterior $100,000 and Over. Best exterior project $100,000 and over. Includes, 

but is not limited to, alterations to the exterior of a residential building such as porticos, porches, 

decks, glass or screen enclosures, windows, dormers, and exterior resurfacings like siding, 

stucco, etc. which enhances the overall appearance of the exterior. The project cannot have added 

heated livable space to the home. Only exterior photographs may be used.  

 

16. Residential Exterior Specialty.  This category represents a special exterior element of a 

project. It includes, but is not limited to such projects as decks, columns, pagodas, trellises, 

arbors, fences and gates, patios and terraces, driveways, walkways, retaining walls, other 

masonry elements, fountains and water features, swimming pools and spas, and outdoor lighting. 

Also included may be detached structures such as garages, pool houses, studios, guesthouses, 

sheds, gazebos, pavilions, etc. Only exterior photos may be used. The residential exterior 

specialty must be specified in the entry materials and in the descriptive text in order to qualify.  

 

17. Entire House Under $250,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item F.  .  A 

project, with a cost under $250,000, that remodeled or renovated a substantial portion of the 

entire residential house, inside and outside, or where multiple additions and/or style changes in 

footprint or elevation have been made in more than one location.  

 

18. Entire House $250,000 to $500,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item F.  

.  A project, with a cost of $250,000 to $500,000, that remodeled or renovated a substantial 

portion of the entire residential house, inside and outside, or where multiple additions and/or 

style changes in footprint or elevation have been made in more than one location.  

 

19. Entire House $500,001 to $1,000,000 -Copy of Contract Required-see Rules (page 8) item 

F.  A project, with a cost of $500,001 to $1,000,000, that remodeled or renovated a substantial 
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portion of the entire residential house, inside and outside, or where multiple additions and/or 

style changes in footprint or elevation have been made in more than one location.  

 

20. Entire House Over $1,000,000.  A project, with a cost of over $1,000,000, that remodeled or 

renovated a substantial portion of the entire residential house, inside and outside, or where 

multiple additions and/or style changes in footprint or elevation have been made in more than one 

location.  

 

21. Residential Historical Renovation/Restoration.  The renovation/restoration of the interior 

and/or exterior of a house, or a compatible addition, featuring period design and materials. The 

house must be a residential structure that is at least 50 years old.  

 

22. Residential Universal Design.  The residential universal design category will consider 

changes in residences that make them usable by people of all ages and physical capabilities. 

Projects can include, but are not limited to, accessible entrances, modified floor plans, barrier-

free kitchens and baths, and use of ñsmart homeò technology. Emphasis will be on using products 

and design to create invisible solutions that blend with the surroundings. Clearly indicate both the 

problem and solution to the accessibility problem for evaluation of stated goals.  

 

23. Commercial Interior.  Remodeling performed within the existing walls of a commercial 

structure. Clearly define the type of client and the clientôs needs in the project description. Only 

interior photos may be used.  

 

24. Commercial Exterior.  Remodeling performed on the exterior of an existing commercial 

structure. Clearly define the type of client and the clientôs needs in the project description. Only 

exterior photos may be used.  

 

25. Commercial Specialty.  Includes, but is not limited to, such projects or operations as 

cosmetic facelift; siding, roofing, insulation; window, door; railing, columns, brick, stone, 

masonry work; tiling; solar panels; air conditioning, heating; gutters and leaders, etc. Work must 

have been done to an existing commercial structure. Clearly define the type of client and the 

clientôs needs in the project description. The commercial specialty must be included on your 

entry form and in the descriptive text to qualify. 

 

26. Home Theater & Media Rooms Under $150,000 

A remodeled space within a house, with a cost under $150,000, that serves as a home theater or 

media room that may include entertainment or game room areas. The space can be a remodel of 

an existing room, an addition or an attic conversion. The space must incorporate audio & video 

equipment and a designated viewing area. A/V equipment can be built-in or free standing. 

Interior views only if the space is an addition. 

 

27. Home Theater & Media Rooms $150,000 and Over 

A remodeled space within a house, with a cost of $150,000 or more, that serves as a home theater 

or media room that may include entertainment or game room areas. The space can be a remodel 

of an existing room, an addition or an attic conversion. The space must incorporate audio & 

video equipment and a designated viewing area. A/V equipment can be built-in or free standing. 

Interior views only if the space is an addition 
 

 

 

 



 

18 

 

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS:______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2008 CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
JUDGING SCORING SHEET 

 
1. A minimum of 20 points must be received for an entry to qualify 
2. If a grade below 3 is given, a constructive comment must be made 
3. Circle the number that best fits your judgment of its quality.  Use the  

scale above the numbers to select quality number. 
 

 

Description / Identification of Survey Item 

 
P 
O 
O 
R 

 
G 
O 
O 
D 

 
G 
O 
O 
D 
 
 

 
G 
O 
O 
D 

E 
X 
C 
E 
L 
L 
E 
N 
T 

1.  CLIENTôS NEEDS      

          a.     Client’s objectives stated 1.      2 3 4 5 

          b.     Client’s objectives met 1 2 3 4 5 

2.   EXISTING STRUCTURE ENHANCEMENT      

          a.      Enhancement to functionality 1 2 3 4 5 

          b.      Aesthetic improvement 1 2 3 4 5 

3.    QUALITY OF WORK      

          a.       Design quality 1 2 3 4 5 

          b.       Craftsmanship 1 2 3 4 5 

4.     MATERIALS      

          a.        Materials outlined 1 2 3 4 5 

          b.        Innovative materials used 1 2 3 4 5 

5.      PROBLEM SOLVING      

          a.         Obstacles present and outlined 1 2 3 4 5 

          b.         Obstacles overcome 1 2 3 4 5 

6.      BINDER PRESENTATION      

          a.          Project was presented clearly and concisely 1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

TOTAL SCORE:_______________ 
 

 
 

Judges #____________    Entry #_____________   Category #______________ 
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UNIVERSAL DESIGN 
 

Judging Criteria for Residential Universal Design 

1. The design is thoughtful and easily used by people of all ages and physical abilities.  
2. The use of designs and materials accommodates people of all ages and physical 

capabilities. For example: multiple counter heights; pullout shelving; single lever 

faucets; curbless showers; bermed surfaces; 34" wide doorways; plywood blocking in 

bathrooms for present or future installation of grab bars.  

3. Take into consideration the marketability of the house after the remodel. For 
example: Does the home look accessible and sterile? Is the house visibly different 

from other houses? Will it appeal to buyers with all abilities or only those with 

disabilities?  
4. The UD features are aesthetically integrated into the house and site and blend with 

the existing design. For example: Are the barrier free solutions invisible? Do they 
blend with the rest of the house? Are the universal design features part of the over all 
design, or do they look out of place and forced?  

5. Innovative use of existing materials to solve accessibility problems. For example:  
6. Are there any stock items that have been used in a new and inventive way to make it 

easier for every one to use the room in which the item has been used? Has the 

contractor designed some thing new using standard materials for the express purpose 

of making it easier for people of all abilities to use the home?  
7. The use of lighting in design is both aesthetic and task oriented. For example: Is there 

ambient and task lighting? Are there variable levels of light available to aid those 
people with vision problems? Are the stairways and entrances lit well for safety 
purposes and better ease of use?  

8. Open design floor plans are used with doorways at least 34" wide. For example: Is 

there space to accommodate a wheelchair in the tight places, like the bathroom? Are 

the spaces convenient for disabled persons? Have the thresholds inside the home been 
eliminated and the exterior thresholds less than 1/2 inch?  

9. Multiple height workstations and easily accessible cabinetry are used in the kitchen.  
10. For example: Lazy susans in the corner cabinets; pull-out shelving instead, of fixed; 

counter the same height as the oven rack for easy transfer of hot items; built-in stools 
or steps to reach higher cabinets; lower countertops for children· and people who use 

wheelchairs; higher countertops for tall people; etc.   

Judging Criteria for Commercial Universal Design 

1. The design is thoughtful and easily used by people of all ages and physical abilities.  
2. The use of designs and materials accommodates people of all ages and physical 

capabilities in both the customer and employee side of the establishment. For 
example: open floor plans; 34 inch wide doorways; accessibility to upper floors of the 
establishment through ramps or elevators; bathrooms that can accommodate a person 
in a wheelchair; elimination of thresholds inside the establishment and only 1/2 inch 
thresholds on exterior doorways; etc.  

3. Multiple workstations and easily accessible cabinetry and storage are used. For 
example: workstations of different heights or adjustable heights, storage with pullout 
shelving or drawers of various heights; cabinetry that employs pullout and lazy 
susans, etc.  

4. The layout of the customer side of the establishment is accessible by people with 

physical disabilities. For example: ramped or bermed entrances; 34 inch wide 
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doorways; grab bars in the bathroom, spacious floor plan that will accommodates a 

wheelchair, etc.  
5. The lighting is thoughtful and variable and emphasizes entrances, stairs and task 

lighting. For example: Is there ambient and task lighting in the work areas? Are there 

different levels of light in the establishment to aid people with vision or depth 

perception problems? Are the stairs and entrances lit well?  
 
 
 

HISTORIC RENOVATION /RESTORATION 
Judging Criteria for Historic Renovation / Restoration 

Historic Rehabilitation is defined by the Secretary of the Interior as:  

The act or process of returning a property to a state of utility through repair or alteration 
which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those portions or 

features of the property which are significant to its architectural and cultural values.  

 

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 

The intent of the standards is to assist the long-term preservation of a property's significance 

through the preservation of historic materials and features. The standards pertain to historic 
buildings of all materials, construction types, sizes, and occupancy and encompass the 

exterior and interior of the buildings. They also encompass related landscape features and 

the building's site and environment, as well as the attached, adjacent or related new 

construction. To be certified for Federal tax purposes, a rehabilitation project must be 
determined by the Secretary to be consistent with the historic character of the structure(s), 

and where applicable, the district in which it is located.  

As stated in the definition, the treatment rehabilitation assumes that at least some of the 
repair or alteration of the historic building will be needed in order to provide for and 

efficient contemporary use; however, these repairs and alterations must not damage or 

destroy materials, features or finishes that are important in defining the building's 

historical character.  

The standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable 

manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility.  

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use' 'that 

requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site 

and environment.  

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 

historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property 

shall be avoided.  

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. 

Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding 

conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 

undertaken.  

4. Most properties change over time, those changes that have acquired 
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historic significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved.  
5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.  

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 

severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new 

features shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, 

where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 

documentary, physical or pictorial evidence.  

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 

materials shall not be used during the remodel. The surface cleaning of the 

structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.  

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 

preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 

undertaken.  

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy 

historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated 

from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural 

features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. When do the binders need to be at the NARI Chapter office? 
The deadline this year is Friday, September 5, 2008 at 5pm.  Binders 
received after that time will not be judged. 

2. Do I have to use a professional photographer to take the photos? 
No.  It is not required, but better quality photographs show the most detail and 
give a better impression overall.  Remember, you are trying to convince a 
panel of judges that your entry should be selected as a CotY winner, so even 
if you don’t use a professional, use the best quality photos possible, 
particularly your “after” photos. 

3. Do I have to include ñbeforeò photos, or will ñafterò photos alone be 
sufficient? 
 “Before” photos are required.  It is not possible to see transformations if 
photographs of how the area looked prior to remodeling are not included.  Get 
in the habit of taking “before” pictures at the beginning of every project.  What 
began as an average project just might turn out to be your best work.  Also, 
taking your “before” and “after” photos from the same angle helps the judges 
to see the project from the right perspective. 

4. Does the Homeowner Affidavit section of the Proof of Time need to be 
filled out for every entry? 
No.  The Affidavit section of the Proof-of-Time form only needs to be filled out 
for the categories that are in a cost range or “under” classification.  The 
remainder of the Proof-of-Time form must be filled out for every entry 
however, and homeowners must sign where indicated.  The contractorôs 
signature on this form must be notarized. 

5. I think including drawings will be helpful for the judges, but they wonôt 
fit into one of the sleeves.  Can I make the drawings a part of the entry? 
If the drawings won’t fit into the sleeve, but they will fit into the back pocket of 
the binder, we will accept them.  The judges often find them very helpful as 
they are looking over the project.  They can’t extend out of the top and sides 
of the binder, though.  They will be counted against your total page limit.  If 
your drawings are multiple pages, we count them as one page, front and 
back. 

6. How do I determine in which category to enter my project? 
Read the category criteria very carefully and don't forget to check out the 
specialty categories that are very broad and cover unusual types of projects. 

7. Is my fee refundable if I decide not to enter the competition after 
receiving the packet? 
No. Once the binder is purchased, no refunds will be issued. 

      8. Can I find out if I have won a CotY award prior to the CotY Banquet? 
No.  Sacramento/NARI CotY Award winners will only be announced at the 
CotY Banquet on October 18th.   

      9.  When will I receive my binder back from the Chapter? 
All binders will be available for pick-up the evening of the CotY Banquet.  If 
you do not attend, the binder will be shipped to you after that time. 
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2008 COTY PROGRAM 
HELPFUL HINTS 

 

Tip 1 - Submit high quality photos. Photographs are the most 

important part of the CotY entry, and they weigh heavily on the judges' 
decisions.  

Tip 2 - Take before and after pictures from the same angle. Using 

pictures from the same view lets the judges know exactly what work 
has taken place.  

Tip 3 - Enter projects in the correct category. Regardless of how nice 

a CotY entry looks, it won't win if it isn't entered in the right category.  

Tip 4 - Stage the rooms for the final pictures. Staging will add the 

finishing touches to the project. This can be as simple as setting the 
table for dinner or placing a floral arrangement on the kitchen counter.  

Tip 5 - Arrange the binder in a logical order. It is important for the 
binder to tell an easy-to-follow story of the home improvement project.  

Tip 6 - Keep descriptions short and precise. The judges are interested 

in the work that took place, but they don't want to read a novel about 
the remodeling process.  

Tip 7 - Have another person read the entry. Have someone who has 

never seen the project look through the binder prior to submission to 
check for errors and ensure it flows smoothly.  
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CotY 2008 Checklist 
 

Use this checklist to be sure you’ve completed and included all the 
program requirements.   
 

Ç Are you a NARI member in good standing?  Have your dues been 
received at the Chapter office?  Have you attended at least five (5) 
NARI functions this year? 

 
Ç Was the project completed between July 1, 2007 and September 

5, 2008? 
 

Ç Are your forms filled out completely and are they included in the 
separate manila envelope? 

 
o Is your entry form complete, including category name, 

number and all other required information? 
o Is the Proof of Time form completed?  Has the contractor’s 

signature been notarized?  Has the Affidavit portion been 
filled out by the homeowner for categories requiring proof of 
cost? 

o Has the Photographer’s release been completed? 
o Is the “What Products did you use?” form filled out and 

included? 
o Have you include a second set of photos for the Chapter 

office to keep? (This photo will be used at the Banquet, 
Home Shows, and other NARI events/materials.) 

 
Ç Have you included your Building Permit with the entry documents? 
 
Ç Have you included a copy of your contract (or a summary with the 

signature page) for all applicable entries? 
 

Ç Have you included both “before” and “after” photos in your entry? 
 
Ç Is the entry limited to 15 sleeves (2 sided)?  Is your name and the 

company name completely hidden from view on these pages?   
 

Ç If you included large drawings in the back pocket, do they fit 
completely in the pocket without extending out of the binder? 

Will your entry arrive by the September 5, 2008 deadline? 


